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TABITHA CAMBODIA 
 

Tabitha Cambodia was founded in 1994 by Janne Ritskes, a Canadian with 20 years 
experience working in the slums of the United States, Philippines, Kenya and 
Cambodia. 

Tabitha Cambodia works with the poorest members of the community to help families 
generate an income to improve their lives through cottage industry, savings programs 
and community development. Since its inception, Tabitha has positively affected the 
lives of over 350,000 Cambodians and is currently working with 29,092 families  ï with 
a total of 232,736 dependents (November 2008).   

Primary Tabitha Cambodia activities include:  

¶ Family Development through Savings program 

¶ House Building program 

¶ Wells program 

¶ Cottage Industry program with products marketed around the world 

Tabitha is a sustainable non-profit organisation with minimal overheads and running 
costs. All funds are used to help the poorest people in Cambodia by running self-help 
programs focusing on personal and financial development. Tabitha does not give out 
money. 

All donated funds are used for specific purposes (eg for houses or wells) or to expand 
Tabitha development programs to more villages in more provinces. 

 

 

   

Family Development through 
Savings 

Cottage Industry House Building 
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TABITHA FOUNDATION AUSTRALIA 

Tabitha Foundation Australia (TFA) is the Australian support base for Tabitha 
Cambodia. We support all four Tabitha Cambodia programs. 

We encourage and support: 

¶ Fundraising to support the Tabitha ñFamily Development Programò 

¶ Fundraising to support the Tabitha ñWells Programò 

¶ House-building teams to raise money for, and to travel to Cambodia to build 
houses for the poorest of the poor 

¶ Schools to support Tabitha in whichever way they find most appropriate 

¶ The sale of Tabithaôs cottage industry products in Australia 

These activities directly improve living conditions, sanitation and health and help to 
provide self-sustainability and restore a sense of community and pride. 

Tabitha Foundation Australia's board and members work on a voluntary basis, allowing 
all funds raised to be sent directly to Tabitha Cambodia.  (TFAôs finances are audited 
annually and a report is available upon request.) 

Tabitha Foundation Australia is incorporated as a company limited by guarantee in 
New South Wales and is a registered charity. Donations of more than $2 are tax 
deductible in Australia. 

 

 

Tabitha creates employment and independence with cottage industry product 
manufacture and sales. 
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CAMBODIA TODAY 

Cambodia is one of the poorest countries in the world. 

In Cambodia, 36% of the population earns less than $1 per day. Of the total population, 
80% earn less than $2 per day - an amount unable to provide a sustainable, healthy 
lifestyle. It is estimated that only 36% of the population has access to safe potable 
drinking water ï 26.7% in the rural areas. 

Cambodia has good weather for six months of the year, but during the other six months 
the people experience extremes of either drought or flood; both situations dramatically 
impact on a family's ability to have a secure income and sustainable lifestyle. 

During time of flood, some families are forced from their homes - (80% have houses 
made from grass or thatch on bamboo poles) - they lose their food, their animals, their 
clothing. They are reduced to absolute poverty. 

During seasons of drought, the crops planted fail to thrive, their animals fail to thrive 
and the people are reduced to inadequate food supplies. 

Whether the situation is one of flood or drought, many families need to borrow to start 
again; however, they are usually still in debt from previous seasons. It is a vicious and 
demoralising cycle.  In Cambodia the reality is that much of the poverty is caused by 
families unable to repay their loans and losing their homes and lands in the process. If 
disaster occurs, there is no-one for Cambodians to lean on, there is no State welfare 
system. Life for most Cambodians is precarious. 

Families have endured severe poverty for the past 30-odd years - since the beginning 
of the Pol Pot era. In that era everything was destroyed - family, social structure, 
infrastructure. The result is a nation of deeply traumatised people, but a dignified 
people nevertheless, with unbelievable courage. 

Tabitha Foundation Australia is committed to help break this cycle to enable the 
Cambodian people to help themselves. 

 

 

   

Living in Poverty 
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Tabitha staff collecting and                  
recording savings 

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

The Tabitha Family Development Program is a micro-savings program that encourages 
families to build a better future for themselves through weekly savings. 

No matter how poor, every family has a small weekly income. Local Tabitha staff visit 
villages and encourage families to join the Savings Program. The families identify what 
items they need most and how much they can save each week. Staff continues to visit 
the families each week to collect and record their savings.  

After ten weeks those savings are returned to the 
family, with 10% interest. The family is then 
encouraged to purchase the item they have 
saved for; they then commence another savings 
cycle.   

When a family first starts on the program, they 
save for basic needs such as three months 
supply of rice, some basic household items or a 
change of clothes.  

They soon progress to saving for income-producing 
items such as ducks, chickens or pigs, which they 
can raise to maturity and sell for ten times the 

purchase price. Later, they will save to sink a well so that they can have clean water 
and grow crops year round. Eventually, a family will save for land and building 
materials for a small house. 

On average, it will take a family five to seven years to work their way out of poverty. 
Through the work of Tabitha Cambodia, despair is transformed to hope. 

Over the past ten years Tabitha has helped lift over 38,000 families out of poverty. 

It costs $25 to support one family for one year on the                                      
Tabitha Family Development Program. 

 

  

Cutting grass provides income Saving for a fishing net can provide food and 
income for the family 
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Specific Fund-Raising Goals 

(Donations of more than $2 are tax deductible) 

Your students can directly impact the lives of the poorest Cambodian families by 
raising money for specific items, such as:  

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Family Development Through Savings 
Program is the cornerstone of Tabithaôs aim to 
assist the poorest families in Cambodia break 
their cycle of poverty. 

Tabitha staff encourages the poorest families to 
save a little money each week, rewarding them 
by paying 10% interest at the end of each 10-
week savings cycle. A typical family remains on 
the savings program for 5-7 years.  

It costs $25 to support a family on the Savings 
Program for a year. 

 

 

 

 

 
Normally eight to ten people drink from one 
shared metal container, waiting their turn.  For a 
family to drink out of glass instead of metal or 
plastic is seen as a family's first step out of 
poverty.  Also, a family usually shares the same 
cooking pot.  For a hungry family eating their only 
meal of the day, eating off plates and dishes can 
help bring domestic harmony and dignity. 

 

 

 

 
Access to an amount of money large enough to 
do something substantial like build a home, buy a 
motor bike or bicycle, or even get out of debt, is 
difficult to come by.  One possible means of 
doing this is to develop a live ñpiggy bankò.  A 
family can buy two piglets, raise them for 4-6 
months and then resell them for eight or ten 
times the original cost. 

  $60 

  $30 

POTS, PANS AND GLASSES 

PIGLETS 

$25 

SPONSOR A FAMILY 
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In Cambodia, many children are denied an 
education simply because they have no transport 
to school. Many families cannot afford a bicycle, 
even thought two or three children can travel on 
the same bicycle. In addition, Tabitha has 
arranged with local schools to waive any fees if 
we provide children with transport. So, with your 
gift of $60, several children will be able to have 
an education that otherwise would have been 
denied them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Only 1 percent of families associated with 
Tabitha have access to clean potable water near 
their home. Not only is everyone entitled to 
access to clean water but such access 
dramatically reduces the incidence of diarrhoea 
and infection and doubles a family's income. 
During times of drought, water can be pumped 
and used to irrigate the fields. The impact of a 
well has both immediate and long-term effects 
and serves, on average, five families (40 people). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Generally, it will take about two and a half years 
for a family to save enough to buy posts, wood 
for the frame and tin for the roof of their own 
home. They will then construct that and live in it 
without any walls for a further two and a half to 
three years. (An average house measures 4m x 
5m.) 

 

$1,500 

 $150 

  $75 

A BICYCLE 

A WATER WELL 

A SIMPLE HOUSE 
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WELLS PROGRAM 

The Tabitha Wells program runs in parallel with the ñFamily Development Through 
Savingsò program.  
 

Water security in Cambodia 
In the absence of safe wells, drinking and washing 
water is taken from open ponds or rivers which are 
commonly polluted with excreta or chemicals.  
Villagers (and most importantly children) often 
develop dysentery. Crops (mainly rice) are grown 
during the wet season. However, extra water is 
required to grow crops during the long dry season. 
Families with wells grow ñ6-weekò vegetables, 
including ñmorning gloryò, peas, beans, lettuce, 
tomatoes, etc. throughout the dry season. 
 

 
TYPES OF WELLS 
Two main types of wells are used in Cambodia ï 
the decision on which type will be used in an area 
depends on the type and quality of water available. 
 

1)  Tube Wells 
A machine drills a pipe to reach the aquifer ï 
usually 50-60 metres down.  A hand pump is 
placed at the top of the pipe allowing water to be 
pumped to the surface.  A cement apron is placed 
around the well. Cost:  $150  
 
2)  Open Wells 
The families dig a hole about 10-15 metres deep.  
Cement pipes are then used to keep the well open 
and rise more than 1 metre from the ground.  Tops 
are placed over the well to prevent pollution and 
villagers are taught about correct sanitary well 
maintenance.  Cost:  $150 
 
 
 
Tabitha Cambodia feels that providing safe and 
reliable water is a vital part of family/community 
development. Tabitha provides 85% of the funds 
required for each new well ï the families provide 
the balance via the ñsavingsò program. Tabitha is 
currently sinking 100 new wells per month throughout Cambodia. 
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COTTAGE INDUSTRY PROGRAM 

Tabitha Cambodia pays workers a fair price for all 
products, providing employment and income. The 
products are marketed worldwide and sell at very 
reasonable prices. Cambodian silk is a specialty. 

Women, often supporting children, undertake a six-
week training course, at which point they have usually 
made enough money to purchase a sewing machine to 
take home. Tabitha then places orders with its home-
based handicrafts teams, who receive a regular income. 

 

Tabitha has appointed Amanda Carwardine in Sydney as the importer and distributor of 
Tabitha Cottage Industry goods in Australia. Amanda can supply schools, church fetes 
and other individual fundraising activities with Tabitha products.  

For more information, please email Amanda directly. 

 

         

 

         

  

 

Learning to sew, Tabitha 
headquarters in Phnom Penh 

Contact details 
 
Amanda Carwardine 

amanda@nurturingthreads.net  
 
 
 

Doona and cushions made from 
Cambodian silk 

Silk handbag 

mailto:amanda@nurturingthreads.net
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HOUSE BUILDING PROGRAM 
Some families in the Family Development Program are able to save the $1,500 
required to build a house.  For very poor families unable to save $1,500, Tabitha 
Foundation Australia encourages volunteer building teams to supply the funds and 
work under the direction of Khmer builders to construct a small house. 
 
Some of the ongoing benefits to be gained by sending groups of students to house 
build, as opposed to just sending money, are: 

 
Á During the Pol Pot era, Khmer people were made to feel they were of no value ï 

some Khmers still feel they are worthless. When volunteers come from overseas 
it helps them start to believe in their own self-worth. 

 
Á Students can combine fund-raising with a follow up hands-on building project. 

This gives a sense of how their funds are directly targeted to those in need. 
 
Á Students return home inspired by their experience and continue to participate in 

further Tabitha activities and fundraising. 

 

               

 

 

The families who will be the recipients of the houses built by student volunteer teams 
are people who, although they are saving with Tabithaôs Family Development Through 
Savings Program, are unlikely to ever be able to accumulate enough money on their 
own to purchase land and building materials ï people such as single mothers, widows 
and mine victims. However, they contribute USD30 towards the cost of the materials ï 
a small amount in our minds, but a substantial amount for them to save.  

 

 

 

From thisé     to this. 
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HOUSE BUILDING ï A TEACHERôS PERSPECTIVE 

David Simpson, Central Coast Grammar School, Umina NSW 

 
Building houses in Cambodia with a bunch of 16-year olds! Why would you do it? This 
is a question I always ask myself about a month before we leave Australia. Now, with 
ten months to go before the next trip, I feel relaxed and comfortable. 
 
All of the school trips that I have participated in have their own special moments and 
highlights and all have been trips with a strong emphasis on education, adventure and 
personal development, but since we have added working with the Tabitha Foundation 
in Cambodia, a new dimension, particularly in the realm of personal development, has 
surfaced. No-one returns from these expeditions without a much deeper understanding 
of the tragedy that has been Cambodiaôs destiny for the last 40 years and an increased 
knowledge of how important international humanitarian aid is to the people of 
Cambodia in their struggle to overcome the legacy of the countryôs excessively brutal 
recent past. 
 
I hope that our connection with the Tabitha Foundation and Cambodia continues and 
grows. To see the work of the Foundation firsthand is inspiring and humbling. It would 
be easy to put the social problems of Cambodia in the ñtoo hardò basket ï HIV-AIDS, 
child prostitution, land mines, poverty on a huge scale and corruption are just some of 
the difficulties faced, but Tabitha, along with other non-government organisations, is 
providing much needed support and assistance to those who need it most. 
 
I am convinced that we, as a school community, have made a difference, albeit a small 
one, in such a vast sea of trouble. I am also convinced that the students who 
participated in this adventure have a much greater appreciation of their responsibilities 
in a world where the division between the First and Third Worlds seems to be growing 
rather than diminishing. Hopefully, our efforts will help to close that gap. 
 
It is impossible not to be changed by such an experience as that which we shared last 
September. For me, it is a privilege to be able to participate in such an adventure with 
such fine young people as those who have travelled with me in the past. They are a 
credit to their families, their school and their country. 
 
It isnôt only the trip that is so reassuring ï the support and generosity of the whole 
school community shows that we do care and we are aware of our obligations to other 
people in the world community. 
 
Travelling with a group of 16-year olds is always an interesting experience ï luggage, 
transfers through airports, supervision, lost passports and other problems always add 
to the excitement and the stress. Participating in what is a peak experience for our 
students makes up for much of the pain. The new-found appreciation of our shared 
humanity is a tangible outcome which has lasting benefits for the students and 
teachers who participate in this journey. 
 
And, of course, they love the shopping! 
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SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING IN THE HOUSE-BUILDING PROGRAM: 

Including: 

Á Australian International School, Hong Kong 

Á Australian International School, Singapore  

Á Beijing BISS International School, PR of China 

Á Bishop Druitt College, Coffs Harbour, NSW 

Á Canadian International School, Singapore 

Á Central Coast Grammar School, Umina, NSW 

Á Chinese International School, Hong Kong 

Á Eton House International School, Singapore 

Á Firbank Grammar School, Brighton, Vic 

Á Georgiana Molloy Anglican School, WA 

Á German European School, Singapore 

Á Hong Kong International School, Hong Kong 

Á International School of Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Á Iona Presentation College, Mosman Park, WA 

Á Ivanhoe Grammar School, Ivanhoe, Vic 

Á Kaleen High School, ACT 

Á MacKillop Catholic School, Warnervale, NSW 

Á Mater Maria Catholic College, Warriewood, NSW 

Á Melville High School, Kempsey, NSW 

Á Mt Scopus College, Burwood, Vic 

Á Newstead College, Launceston, Tas 

Á North Sydney Boysô High School, NSW 

Á Nowra Anglican College, NSW 

Á Overseas Family School, Singapore 

Á Pine Rivers State High School, Qld  

Á Presbyterian Ladiesô College, Perth, WA 

Á Presbyterian Ladiesô College, Croydon, NSW  

Á SCECGS, Redlands, Cremorne, NSW 

Á Shore School, North Sydney, NSW 

Á Singapore American School, Singapore  

Á St Ignatiusô College, Riverview, NSW 

Á St Ignatiusô College, Athelstone, SA 

Á St Paulôs Catholic College, Manly, NSW 

Á Taipei American School, Taiwan 

Á Tanglin Trust School, Singapore 

Á The Southport School, Gold Coast, Qld 

Á United World College, Singapore 

Á Womenôs College, Sydney University, NSW 

Á Xavier College, Kew, Vic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students nailing the walls and floor 
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SCHOOL SUPPORT FOR TABITHA 
Including: 

¶ Amaroo School, ACT 

¶ Arden Anglican School, NSW 

¶ Aquinas College, Menai, NSW 

¶ Balgowlah Primary School, NSW 

¶ Boysô Town, Engadine, NSW 
Students at Boyôs Town have been holding cake stalls locally to raise money for 
wells in Cambodia. All the treats the students sell have been baked by the boys 
themselves during their domestic science class. 

¶ Calwell High School, ACT 

¶ Campbell Primary School, ACT 

¶ Canterbury Girlsô Secondary College, Vic 

¶ Canberra Grammar School, Red Hill, ACT 

¶ Christ Church Grammar, Perth, WA 
Year 7, led by Hamish McIntyre, organised a cake stall, free dress day and jelly 
beans-in-a-jar guessing competition, all in a one-day effort. The outcome was a 
very impressive $1,300, which was enough money to pay for the materials for a 
house ï that house was one of ten built in Kep, Kampot Province, Cambodia in 
July 2006. In fact, Hamish, who has an adopted Cambodian sister, Katie (14 
years), and two older brothers who also attend Christ Church, travelled to 
Cambodia with his family to personally help build the house.  
 

¶ City Beach Primary School, WA 

¶ Cleveland District State High School, Qld 

¶ Delany College, Granville, NSW 

¶ Dromana Secondary College, Vic 

¶ East Carnarvon Primary School, WA 
East Carnarvon Primary School raised money to support fellow student, Drew 
Shepley, aged 7, who travelled to Cambodia in July 2005 to join a house-building 
team with other Cambodian kids and their adoptive parents. The team built a total 
of eight houses in a village just outside Sihanoukville in Kompong Som Province.  

The school captains from each class decided to build a house frame from plywood 
in the style of the Tabitha logo, which they then painted and displayed in the 
school canteen at lunch time. For a 50 cent donation, students got to bang a nail 
into the symbolic house.  The students raised enough money to pay for the wood 
for the floor of the house that Drew helped build. 

¶ Epping West Public School, NSW 

¶ Geeveston District High School, Tas 

¶ Heathcote High School, NSW 
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¶ Higgins Primary School, ACT 

¶ Illaroo Road Public School, Nowra, NSW 

¶ International Grammar School, Ultimo, NSW  

¶ Jerrabomberra Public School, NSW 

¶ Kalamunda Senior High School, WA 

¶ Kaleen Primary School, ACT 

¶ Kaleen High School, ACT 

¶ Kangaloon Public School, NSW 

¶ Lane Cove West, NSW 

¶ Melba Copland Secondary School, ACT 

¶ Melville High School, Kempsey, NSW 

¶ Menai High School, Illawong, NSW 

¶ Methodist Ladiesô College, Kew, Vic 

¶ Narrabundah College, Kingston, ACT 

¶ North Sydney Boysô High School, Crows Nest, NSW 
North Sydney Boysô High first became involved with Tabitha during a student trip 
to Cambodia in 2002, when students visited Janne Ritskes at Tabitha 
headquarters in Phnom Penh.  The Charities Committee subsequently decided to 
support Tabitha on an ongoing basis.  NSHB likes to support a mix of local and 
overseas causes; it also likes to support charities or programs that will assist 
children, which is consistent with Tabitha programs.  To date, a total of $36,000 
has been raised on behalf of Tabitha.  Fund-raising functions have included:  mufti 
days, barbecues, providing paid parking in the school grounds for events at the 
nearby North Sydney Oval, and film nights. 

 

 

¶ Nowra Anglican College, NSW 

¶ Our Lady of Good Counsel, Gatton, Queensland  
The Years 6 and 7 classes of this small school of 180 students selected to support 
Tabithaôs well building program in line with the yearôs theme of ñThe Year of Fresh 
Waterò.  Under the guidance of Assistant Principal, Rosemary Toohey, the 
students managed the whole fundraising project themselves, writing reports for 
the schoolôs newsletters, designing displays and posters, as well as conducting 
the fund-raising activities.  The OLGC projectôs slogan was ñHelping the People of 
Cambodia Help Themselvesò.  Over $500 was raised from one free dress day and 
two sausage sizzles. 

 

¶ Our Lady of the Way Primary School, Emu Plains, NSW 

¶ Pine Rivers State High School, Qld 

¶ Plenty Valley Montessori School, St Helena, Vic 

¶ Port Macquarie High School, NSW  
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¶ Presbyterian Ladiesô College, Peppermint Grove, WA 

PLC Junior School commenced their involvement with Tabitha in 2002; this 
involvement was in support of then Year 5 student, Katie McIntyre, who 
accompanied her family to Cambodia to participate in a house-building project. 
The school subsequently decided that Tabitha would be their major overseas 
focus for fund-raising in 2003.  Headmistress, Janet Wilmot, and teacher, Victoria 
Biggs, encouraged each class from Pre-Primary to Year 6 to organise individual 
fund-raisers throughout the year. Students successfully planned all the activities 
themselves, which included money lines, recycled-bag fashion parades, cake 
stalls and free dress days.  Students raised over $3,000 in 2003 as well as 
collecting over 1,000 T-shirts for distribution in Cambodia.   

PLC continues its support for Tabitha and is a regular participant in Tabithaôs 
house-building program, with their next project scheduled for July 2009. 

 

¶ Research Primary School, Vic 

¶ Rouse Hill Anglican School, NSW  

¶ SCECGS Redlands, Cremorne, NSW  

¶ Shellharbour Public School, NSW 

¶ St Bernadetteôs School, Castle Hill, NSW 

¶ St Brendanôs School, Lake Munmorah, NSW 

¶ St Catherineôs School, Waverley, NSW 

¶ St Johnôs Primary School, Lambton, NSW 

¶ St Josephôs High School, Port Macquarie, NSW 

¶ St Josephôs Primary School, North Ipswich, Qld 

¶ St Kieranôs School, Manly Vale, NSW 

¶ St Kevinôs Primary School, Dee Why, NSW  

¶ St Markôs Anglican Community School, Hillarys, WA 

¶ St Maryôs Catholic School, NSW 

¶ St Maryôs Primary School, Laidley, Qld 

¶ St Monicaôs Primary School, Evatt, ACT 

¶ St Patrickôs Parish School, Albury, NSW 

¶ St Paulôs Primary School, Gateshead, NSW 

¶ St Thereseôs Primary School, New Lambton, NSW 

¶ St Vincentôs College, Potts Point, NSW 

¶ Tacking Point Public School, Port Macquarie, NSW 

¶ Thirroul Public School, NSW 

¶ Toorak College, Mt Eliza, Victoria  
The Year Eleven Student Committee has nominated Tabitha as a primary 
benefactor for funds raised through tutorial group programs this year. Tabitha was 
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a popular choice due to its focus on helping Cambodians help themselves rather 
than simply being a handout program. Teacher, Kirsten Thomson, and past 
student Sarah Andersen, have been members of Tabitha house-building teams 
and have been able to present first-hand information about how the money raised 
by students is used by Tabitha.  

The Toorak College students are particularly keen to support a program which 
establishes specific outcomes for money raised. In 2004 the Toorak College focus 
was on raising money for the well, pigs and bicycle programs.   

 

¶ Trinity Grammar School, Summer Hill, NSW 

¶ Waratah Public School, Waratah, NSW 

¶ Wembley Primary School, WA 

¶ Wenona School, North Sydney, NSW 

¶ Woden School, Deakin, ACT  

¶ Young Public School, Young, NSW 

 
                 

   

Cake stall ï PLC Yr 5,  
Western Australia  Tabitha-funded well Proud new home owners 

 

 

Tabitha is grateful for the support it is receiving from a growing number of schools in 
Australia and South-East Asia.  Students are proving to be energetic and creative fund-
raisers, and, above all, are displaying an inspiring generosity of spirit in wishing to work 
to help those less fortunate than themselves.  They should appreciate that their 
contribution results in a tangible improvement in the lives of the poorest of the poor in 
Cambodia.  
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LETTER OF THANKS FROM CAMBODIA 
 

Ms. Jane Wilmot, 

Headmistress, 

Presbyterian Ladies College, 

14 McNeil Street, 

Peppermint Grove, WA, 6011 

 

Dear Ms. Wilmot and students of Presbyterian Ladiesô College, 

 

A few weeks ago, I received funds from Tabitha Foundation Australia and they told me that 

PLC students had raised this money so that we could help some of our families. You have 

helped us a lot over the past year and I just want to say thank you and to share a story about one 

of the families that you have helped. 

 

Seyha is 5 years old and he lives with his grandmom and three brothers and sisters. Seyha lost 

both his parents to an illness called AIDS. His grandma is in her 70's - she is bent over from 

years of hard work. She is sad because her own children have died and now she must raise her 

grandchildren. Seyha felt badly for her. 

 

Their house was very small - made from grass - and at night Seyha slept with his grandma, but 

the other kids had to sleep outside. His grandma often complained about sore bones in the 

morning because she had to sleep on the hard floor. Seyha wanted very much to go to school so 

he and his brothers started saving with Tabitha. It wasn't much money but we began to know 

him and his grandma. They tried so hard, but life was very hard. 

 

Six months ago we decided to build a house for Seyha and his grandma. A team of volunteers 

came from Australia. They paid for all the materials and they built the house. I met Seyha a few 

weeks before we built his house. He told me about his grandma - how much he loved her and 

how sad he was that she couldn't sleep so well. When the team had finished the house - we 

presented the house to his grandma - she was full of tears and said thank you to God for 

bringing us. She said we were angels - she had prayed for many years for a house to live in - 

now she had one. When she was finished I asked Seyha to come forward.  He was a bit shy - 

there were so many people there. I gave him a sleeping mat and blankets for his grandma. His 

eyes got very big - and he proudly gave these to his grandma. Then I told her about what he 

said. She held him very close for a very long time. 

 

Yesterday, I visited Seyha and his family again. Grandma is still bent over but, my, what a 

smile. Seyha came running and gave me a hug. ñLife is goodò, he said. ñMy Grandma sleeps 

well, we all can sleep in the house - I have saved enough to start school. I think that God loves 

us.ò I think so too. 

 

It is people like Seyha and his family that you help.  Thank you for that gift of hope and love. 

 

Janne Ritskes          

Director 

Tabitha-Cambodia 
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LY SOIôS STORY 
Ly Soi and his wife have six children.  Prior to becoming 
involved with Tabitha Cambodia he and his wife made cakes 
to sell.  They did not have a home to live in but lived in a 
small open area underneath some trees.   Mr Ly started 
saving with Tabitha in June 1999, saving 500 riels (about 25 
cents) a week ï now he saves about 5000 riels a week 
($2.50).    

 
A volunteer house-building team from Australia arrived in 
January 2001 and built a small house for Mr Ly and his 
family.  Since that life-changing event, he has rented a half 
hectare of land on which to grow vegetables, has a well, 
cement underneath his house, pigs, a cow, farm implements, 
clothing for all, dishes and pans, beds and sleeping mats and 
a plastic table and chairs.  He and his wife still make cakes 
for sale, but they also sell the vegetables they grow. 
 
Of Mr Lyôs six children only one went to school previously; 
now five go to school and his eldest son helps run one of 
their three businesses. 

 
Mr Ly is highly respected in the community and helps 
Tabithaôs field worker, Tharry, to find new families to assist. 
He has helped several hundred other families in the area to 
save and change their lives for the better.  He feels that as 
well as taking care of his family he is able to take care of his 
community. 
 
Mr Lyôs dream for the future is to own his own land for 
farming and to increase his business.  He also wants to see 
his five school-age children go through to college and his 
eldest son get married. 
   

 
 

Building team members revisit the  
family 12 months later 

One of the boys helping to build 
his own house 

Taking possession of their new 
home 

Mr Ly proudly showing off his produce 


